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SUBJECT:  French Immersion 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
French Immersion is a form of bilingual education in which a child, who does not speak French as his or her first 
language, receives instruction at school in French.  A review of literature on French as a second language 
education in Canada suggests that French Immersion programs offer students significant linguistic, academic and 
cognitive benefits.   
 
The level of French proficiency attained by immersion students depends on the age of first instruction and on the 
extent of French instruction.  Early immersion students show higher degree of proficiency in reading, listening 
comprehension, oral production, grammar and writing than late immersion students. 
 
Currently at St. Clair Catholic, French Immersion is offered with great success at three elementary sites in Sarnia, 
Chatham and Blenheim; and at both Catholic secondary schools.  It is the Board’s desire to begin to close the gap 
that exists in many areas of the district where French Immersion programming is not available. 
 
The goal of the French Immersion Study is to determine if the expansion of French Immersion programing to 
Catholic families in Wallaceburg would provide an opportunity for enrolment growth in elementary, along with 
an opportunity for increased retention from elementary to secondary school.   
 
If feasible, French Immersion would be offered in Wallaceburg beginning in September 2016 with JK, SK and 
possibly Grade 1.  If the response is as we expect, Christ The King Catholic School would be the appropriate size 
facility for French Immersion programming in Wallaceburg. 
 
All families with children currently enrolled in Wallaceburg area Catholic schools (Christ The King, Holy Family, 
St. Elizabeth and Sacred Heart Port Lambton), as well as those who have recently registered for JK in September 
2015, will be contacted directly regarding French Immersion programming.  Families with children of appropriate 
age, and those who would be interested in French Immersion programming for younger children, will be invited 
to complete a survey.  The survey will be available in both hard copy and online.   
 
Because there may be Catholic families, who are not currently in our system, radio and newspaper advertising, 
portable signage and parish bulletins, in addition to the Board’s website and Facebook page, will also be used to 
publicize the survey. 
 
The survey will close April 15, 2015 at which time the results will be analyzed and a determination will be made 
regarding the implementation of French Immersion in September 2016.  It is expected that a recommendation will 
be made to the Board of Trustees by the end of June 2015. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report: French Immersion, for 
information.  
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That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board authorize the Director of Education to 
implement the survey, analyze the results and report back to the Board of Trustees with a 
recommendation regarding French Immersion for Catholic families in the Wallaceburg area. 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board tentatively approve Christ The King Catholic 
School as the location of a French Immersion program, beginning in September 2016. 


